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The Great Auk is one of the worlds most famous extinct birds. It was undoubtedly a most curious creature: a
flightless bird with tiny wings, it stood upright like a human, and sported an enormous beak. On land, the

Great Auk was clumsy and awkward, but it was perfectly adapted for swift and efficient movement in the sea,
where it spent the large part of the year. In its heyday, it populated the North Atlantic, from Western Europe
across to North America, and was afamiliar sight to islanders and coastal dwellers when, each May, it would
climb ashore for the short breeding season. Yet by the mid-nineteenth century sightings of the bird were but
rare occurrences, and just a few decades later even the most assiduous Victorian explorers could not find it.
So whathappened to the Great Auk? What - or who - caused it to disappear from the northern oceans? Jeremy
A. Gaskell draws on eyewitness accounts spanning some four centuries to relate the tale of the Great Auk's

extinction.

The last pair of great auks is killed. Being flightless the great auk was particularly vulnerable to hunting.
Introduction Who killed the Great Auk? 1 This rare and noble bird 2 Geirfuglasker The Icelandic bird skerries
3 Travels with Audubon in Labrador 4 Westward ho 5 A visit to Funk Island 6 Books of authority 7 Wild
foulis biggand The Great Auk on St. From the journey of Audubon to Labrador to the hardships of life in

early Newfoundland it takes readers on a tour of some of the wildest and coldest places on earth.

Great Auk

Edition Notes Includes bibliographical references p. Garefowl Garefowl is a project connected to the
archipelago of St Kilda Scotland. Great Auks once lived in populous dense colonies and much like penguins
had evolved an insulating layer of fat. Who Killed the Great Auk? is nature writing at its best. The last two
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great auks were killed by a fisherman on Eddy Island on the southwest coast of Iceland in 1844. The last
known specimens were killed in June 1844 at Eldey island Iceland. Oxford University Press Oxford U.K. The
last Great Auk was killed by three fishermen in 1844. Who Killed the Great Auk?Oxford Oxford University
Press 2000. Oxford Oxford University Press 2001. Eyewitness accounts of the Great Auk . Geirfuglasker

Great Auk Rock was a small islet near Reykjanes Iceland.It was volcanic rock with steep sides except for two
landing places. Three men caught the garefowl taking note of its short wings and the white spot on its head.
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